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One of the greatest educationists of his day, one to whose efforts India generally, but especially Bengal, owes more educationally than to any one else, made use three-quarteis of a centuiy ago of these striking words: " If m India you do give the people knowledge without religion, rest assured that it is the greatest blunder, politically speaking, that ever was committed Having free, unrestricted access to the whole range of our English literature and science, they will despise and reject their own systems of learning. Once driven out of their systems, they will inevitably become infidels m religion; and, shaken out of the mechanical round of their religious observances, without moral pimciples to balance their thoughts or guide their movements, they will as certainly become discontented, restless agitators." These words, uttered nearly a quarter of a century before the transfer of the Government of India to the Crown, have been strangely fulfilled in our day.
It is felt, not by Christians only, but also by Hindus and Muhammadans throughout India, that lehgion is necessary to the healthy life of the people This partly explains the Hindu revival which has recently attracted considerable attention There are those who regard this revival as the answer of the non-Christian faith to Christianity So far as it is genuine, it seems to me to be just as much the protest of naturally religious races against the secular education and materialism now prevailing in schools and colleges It is to some extent the genuine expression of the reluctance with which the orthodox Hindus see the religious beliefs of their fathers dissipated by Western education and enlightenment, while nothing is supplied in their stead to meet the moral and religious wants of our common humanity.
Of course, it is also in some measure, especially perhaps m the West of India, due to the more selfish objection of the Brahmans to the subversion of their old influence and position. It is also very largely due to an attempt on the part of men who have no sympathy with any religion, and least of all with Hinduism, to divert the religious sentiments of the Hindus into